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A little way up the brook may still be seen the
remains of a series of dams constructed by some
of the earlier Whittiers, perhaps by the pioneer
himself, when the water was utilized for grind-
ing grain or sawing lumber. It is possible that
Thomas "Whittier, when erecting his buildings,
had this water power in view, as the brook in those
days before the forests were cleared away was a
much larger and more reliable stream than now.
The house faces southeast, and just beyond the
brook the main road from Amesbury to Haverhill
climbs over a shoulder of the hill, while a cross-
road bridges the brook, and passes the eastern end
of the house.

Between the brook and the house was a row of
butternuts, walnuts, and maples, and at the gate-
way stood picturesque Lombardy poplars, which
have now disappeared, as from most New England
landscapes. The bridle-post mentioned in " Snow-
Bound " is a large boulder at the left of the gate-
way, with a projection in its inner face that served
as a step. It can be readily imagined how this
bridle-post with its step and mantle of snow might
suggest an old man sitting

" With, loose-flung' coat and high cocked hat."

The doorstone of the porch is a small granite
millstone, probably one of those used in the
ancient gristmill upon the hillside brook. On the
opposite side of the road were the barn, a granary,
and an ancient shop once supplied with a forge.
The barn was built by John and Moses Whittier,
when the poet was thirteen years of age. The old